
 On March 13, 2015, 
Caleb Sears, a healthy 6 year 
old boy, went to the oral sur-
geon to have a tooth extracted.  
Dr. Michael Doucet, whose 
office is in Albany just north 
of Berkeley, was preparing for 
what appeared to be a routine 
minor oral surgical procedure 
when the unthinkable occurred.  
After inducing general anesthe-
sia, Caleb went into respiratory 
arrest followed by cardiac ar-
rest.  He was rushed to UCSF’s 
Children’s hospital and 2 days 
later he was taken off of life 
support after being pronounced 
brain dead.
 This tragedy set into 
motion a comprehensive evalu-
ation of anesthesia in Dentistry 
including conscious sedation, 
now re-defined as moderate se-
dation, as well as oral sedation, 
now re-defined as minimal se-
dation.  The human and political 
firestorm that developed conse-
quently led to the introduction 
of numerous bills from the state 

assembly and the senate as well 
as a dental board investigation.  
The most prominent bill AB 
2235 also known as Caleb’s 
Law was introduced by As-
semblyman Tony Thurmond of 
California’s 6th district https://
leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_
id=201520160AB2235.  The 
controversial language of this 
bill would have eliminated the 
operator/anesthetist model for 
deep sedation and general anes-
thesia in children under 7 years 
of age.  This practice model is 
almost exclusively performed 
by Oral and Maxillofacial Sur-
geons and is unique to dentistry.  
The political conflict pitted 
Caleb’s family, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, the 
California Society of Anesthe-
siologists, and the California 
Society of Dentist Anesthesi-
ologists, against the California 
Dental Association, the Cali-
fornia Association of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons and the 
California Society of Pediatric 
Dentistry.  The media coverage 
over this local tragedy gained 
national exposure and portrayed 
the California Dental Associa-
tion as a corrupt lobby group 
and dentists as greedy villains 
http://www.nbcnews.com/
megyn-kelly/video/children-at-
risk-kids-and-sedation-at-the-
dentist-s-office-989892675520. 
Further muddying the political 
water, the California State Den-
tal Board largely agreed with 
the proposals in AB 2235 in 
direct opposition to the Califor-
nia Dental Association
 More than 2 years 
after Caleb’s death, the legisla-
tive issues are still unresolved.  

Inevitably the political fallout 
will impact general anesthe-
sia, deep sedation as well as 
moderate and minimal sedation 
permit holders.  Eventually 
whatever changes are made 
in California will also likely 
make their way across the rest 
of the country.  California State 
Senator Steve Glazer represent-
ing the 7th district ultimately 
introduced SB 501 this past 
April, which is probably the 
last version of a bill that will 
hopefully give closure https://
leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_
id=201720180SB501.  
SB 501 Highlights:
• Authorizes the dental board 

to conduct a review of pe-
diatric morbidity and mor-
tality data, and mandates 
a report of that data to be 
submitted to the legislature 
by January 2019

• Mandates a pediatric en-
dorsement for the general 
anesthesia permit to admin-
ister deep sedation or gen-
eral anesthesia to patients 
under 7 years of age 

• Mandates a pediatric en-
dorsement on the moderate 
sedation permit in addition 
to additional training in 
airway management and 
pediatric life support to 
perform moderate sedation 
for patients under 13 years 
of age 

• Requires two staff mem-
bers to be present during 
general anesthesia or deep 
sedation with one trained 
in airway management and 
pediatric life support for 
patients under 7 years of 
age

• Requires one staff member 
to be present during moder-
ate sedation with training 
in airway management and 
pediatric life support for 
patients under 13 and an 
additional staff member 
for patients under 7 years 
of age

• Requires certification in 
Advanced Cardiac Life 
Support (ACLS) and 
Pediatric Advanced Life 
Support (PALS) for general 
anesthesia and deep seda-
tion permit holders

• Requires a minimal seda-
tion permit or a pediatric 
endorsement to the moder-
ate sedation permit to 
administer an oral sedative 
for patients under 13 years 
of age

  Legislative regula-
tions that enhance patient safety 
should always be embraced as 
they are in the best interest of 
patients as well as the profes-
sion.  However, even the most 
well intentioned regulations 
including those currently being 

Welcome New
CSP Members!• Minimum Wage increase 

in California effective 
July 1, 2017 http://bit.
ly/2tfnaG8

• Protect your practice from 
ransomware - learn more 
at http://bit.ly/2uJAcjr

• Delta Dental of CA law-
suit settlement info: http://
bit.ly/2u8WyrA

• CDA Cares Bakersfield 
10/6-10/7/17 seeking volun-
teers https://www.cda.org
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After Graduation
Just a few short weeks ago 
I graduated from my perio 
residency and moved to 
southern California, where 
I was born and raised. After 
completing all the possible 
years of education, I could 
rack up, you can imagine 
how motivated I was to 
finally find a paying job. But 
my job search experience 
can be summed up into one 
simple word…discouraging. 
I mean, I knew it would be 
difficult, but I didn’t know 
it would be this difficult. To 
start, the LA area has an un-
believable number of super 
GPs, willing to perform any 
and all dental procedures, 
no matter what professional 
liability that may bring. 
Then, there’s the over satu-
ration of specialists includ-
ing periodontists and oral 
surgeons, as well as GPs 
who have completed various 
surgical CEs “qualifying” 
them to perform additional 
surgical procedures. And, 
to top it off, not a single 
broker I contacted had a 
perio practice to buy into. 
Numerous periodontist tried 

proposed may likely just in-
crease costs, further reducing 
access to care with minimal if 
any appreciable improvement 
in patient outcomes.  Despite 
the fact that this tragedy was 
exclusively a problem related 
to general anesthesia on a pe-
diatric patient, it will have far 
reaching effects for moderate 
and minimal sedation permit 
holders on all patients.  The 
California Society of Perio-
dontists is actively engaged 

to encourage me to move out 
of California all together. But 
this is where my family is, so 
I persevered and decided to 
focus my energy on some in-
house jobs, which appeared 
to be more readily available 
for new grads. Unfortunately, 
that too came with its chal-
lenges. I quickly learned that 
these dentists expected me to 
probe but did not even own 
and could not provide the 
periodontal probes needed 
to do so. And then there’s 
the challenge of location and 
proximity. Some are so far, I 
would spend hours a day just 
driving to and from work. 
While other in-house dental 
practices would be too close 
to the perio practice, I hope 
to buy into, and could lead to 
a potential conflict of inter-
est. With all this being said, 
I finally feel back home in 
southern California. Though 
at times challenging, I’m 
excited for the next part of 
my professional journey as 
a periodontist in southern 
California.
Shanne Sastiel, DDS

with all the relevant parties 
involved and has already 
made significant contributions 
to the political process.  CSP 
members are highly encour-
aged to voice their concerns 
with their representatives in 
the State Legislature as well 
as to the CDA. Our collective 
voice matters.
Nick Caplanis DMD MS 
Diplomate American Board of 
Periodontology
Immediate Past President CSP

Sacramento Periodontic Practice For Sale:  
Owner seeking to transition from this established 
practice within close proximity to many general 
dentist referral sources. Owner averages nearly 
$1,200,000 in annual collections with an average 
adjusted net income well in excess of $500,000.  
The owner and loyal staff look forward to 
working with the buyer of this practice to ensure 
a successful transition.  Interested prospects 
should send a cover letter and current CV by 
email to molinelli@aol.com or call 650-347-5346.

northern california practice sales
dental practice sales and appraisals

1126 Broadway #8, Burlingame, CA 94010

Phone 650-347-5346 ● Fax 650-347-5326

Region 1 had its annual dinner at Il Fornio Restaurant on 
the Capitol Mall in Sacramento on June 7th.  As usual 
with Region 1 get-togethers, there was lots of fun, friend-
ship, and camaraderie.  Dave Jolkovsky received a plaque 
and a magnum of California’s finest for being Region 
1 leader for a quarter century.  The plaque left Dave 
speechless (for once!) and the magnum was immediately 
cracked open and enjoyed by all.  We also celebrated 10 
years of generous sponsorship for our annual dinner by 
Straumann.  Thank you very much for your support.

Group photo (left to right): Pedram Towfighi, Aneel Nath, 
Rosemary Wu, Kevin Chen, Todd Allington (our wonderful 
Straumann rep), Dave Jolkovsky, Caton State, Rob Berrin, 
Behdad Javdan, Leland Lee, David Du, Khalid Rasheed, 
Jonathan Szymanowski, Deb Finney, and Hamid Shirazi.

Region One Meeting & Dinner

Anesthesia Update continued



CSP 2017 Annual Meeting Photos

Congratulations to our 2017 Award Winners!
Drs. Nick Caplanis, Paulo Camargo, Homa Zadeh, 

Azadeh Tavari, Caitlyn Bell & Sabina Hameed

View more photos at 
Facebook.com/csp.calperio

Photo contest winner!
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● CSP members 
sponsor (purchase) 
5 registrations (GP, 
RDH, RDH student or 
RDA) and receive one 
registration at 50% off.
● CSP members 
sponsor (purchase) 
10 registrations (GP, 
RDH, RDH student or 
RDA) and receive one 
registration at 100% 
off.
● CSP members that 
donate $150 towards 
banquet costs receive 
one complimentary 
registration.

We would like to encourage our members to reach out 
to their referring offices (RDHs and GPs) to invite them 
to come to a CSP PHC and either offer to pay part of the 
registration fee or all of the registration fee.  Members 
who've sponsored RDHs and GPs in the PHCs have 
reported great feedback including stronger referral 
relationships.  In acknowledgement of our members 
support of the PHC program we’re offering new incentive 
discounts for sponsorship of RDHs & GPs.  We have a 
new referral flyer, which is customized for members to 
help promote the PHC to their referring offices. 
CSP has been very fortunate to hold successful (sold-
out) hygiene seminars all over the state.  Our goal is to 
continue this success and a great way to do that is to 
involve members in the PHC seminars.
CSP PHC Torrance Saturday August 26, 2017
CSP PHC Monterey Saturday September 30, 2017
CSP PHC Calabasas Saturday October 7, 2017
CSP PHC Novato Saturday November 4, 2017

All expressions of opinions and all state-
ments of supposed facts are published 
on the authority of the writer over whose 
signature they appear and are not 
regarded as expressing the view of the 
California Society of Periodontists unless 
such statements have been adopted by 
it’s representative.

California Society of Periodontists
P.O. Box 7875
Norco, CA 92860

CSP Perio-Hygiene Collaboratives - 2017


