
P. Kevin Chen (Running for 
President-Elect):   Kevin 
Chen, DMD, MS values his 
relationship and strives to 
satisfy the needs of each 

patient. Realizing the importance of 
patient-doctor interaction, he often 
spends a significant amount of time 
during a consult to listen and to 
understand why a patient is in his 
chair. Born in Taiwan, Dr. Chen came 
to the States at the age 12 and spent 

most of his adolescence in the east 
coast before settling down with his 
wife, Michelle, after residency in 
California.  Dr. Chen was accepted to 
Harvard School of Dental Medicine in 
1995 and received the Doctor of Dental 
Medicine degree four years later. With 
his interests in Periodontics, he then 
continued and obtained the Certificate 
in Periodontics and Implantology, 
Masters of Science in Oral Biology, 
and Certificate in IV Sedation from 
University of California, San Francisco.  
Dr. Chen is board certified by the 
American Academy of Periodontology 
and is an active member of the dental 
societies such as American Academy 
of Periodontology, California Society 
of Periodontists the International 
Congress of Oral Implantologists, 
American Dental Association, California 
Dental Association, Sacramento 
District Dental Society, and a mentor 
for minority students interested in 
pursuing a career in Dentistry. Dr. 
Chen has served on CSP's Board for 
6 yeasrs as Director and the past 2 
years as Treasurer.  During his spare 
time, he enjoys golfing and socializing 
with friends, sailing and track days, 
but loves to spend time with his family 
most of all.

Nicky Hakimi  (Running for 
Treasurer):  Dr. Nicky Hakimi graduated 

from the University of 
Southern California in 
1991and received the 
OKU Periodontology award 

of the year. She holds a certification in 
Periodontics and received her Master's 
Degree in periodontal chemotherapy. 
Dr. Hakimi received her certification 
in Oral Implantology at the University 
of Pittsburgh in 1993. She is a past 
president of the Sacramento District 
Dental Society and served as Director 
on CSP’s Board for six years.  Dr. 
Hakimi has been an avid advocate in 
organized dentistry, keeping abreast 
of regulatory and legislative key 

issues.  She served as a delegate to 
the California Dental Association for 9 
years and on the Policy Council for 3 
years. Dr. Hakimi was a member of peer 
review committee for many years and 
is currently an examiner in conscious 
IV sedation for the Dental Board 
of California. Dr. Hakimi lectures to 
numerous organizations including the 
Sacramento Women's Dental Society, 
the Sacramento Multidisciplinary 
Alliance for Professional Success with 
a focus on collaboration between the 
restorative dentist and the periodontal 
specialist.  She is currently a study club 
leader for the Frank Spear Institute. 
Besides her passion for dentistry and 
periodontics, her hobbies include 
Triathlon races, snow skiing, reading, 
hiking and a mom to her fur-babies, 
DayZee and Louie.
  

Andrew Dreyer (Running 
for Treasurer):  Dr. Andrew Dreyer 

graduated from Creighton 
University School of 
Dentistry in Omaha, 
Nebraska, in 2003. Dr. 

Dreyer completed the combined 
residency in Periodontics at the US 
Air Force Wilford Hall Medical Center 
and University of Texas Health Science 
Center San Antonio in 2007. Dr. Dreyer 
separated from the Air Force in 2010, 
relocating to Bakersfield, California, 
where he currently maintains a solo 
private practice.  Dr. Dreyer attained 
board certification in the specialty of 
Periodontics in the fall of 2007, and 
currently maintains membership in the 
American Dental Association, California 
Dental Association, Kern County 
Dental Society, California Society of 
Periodontists, American Academy 
of Periodontology and American 
Dental Society for Anesthesiology. 
Current professional involvements 
include involvement in the Synergy 
in Periodontics study club, and Dr. 
Dreyer is also a member of the board 
of directors for both the Kern County 
Dental Society and the California 
Society of Periodontists.

 

Erik Sahl (Running for Director – 
Incumbent): I have had the pleasure to 

serve with the CSP Board 
of Directors for the last 
2 years, and I have been 
an active member since 

2007. The CSP has provided several 
opportunities for myself, as well as my 
colleagues, to serve and support our 
specialty of Periodontics. From our 
involvement in the state legislature to 
the numerous CE activities provided 
for all dental practitioners. I have had 
the great opportunity to speak for the 
growing and very popular Perio-
Hygiene Collaboratives since 2013, 
and hope to continue this involvement 
for years to come. Our specialty is in 
the midst of dramatic changes which 
can significantly impact the way we 
practice and provide care for our 
patients. My goal is to help build the 
CSP into a leader in providing our 
profession with a vision and mission 
to support our members, as well as all 
dental professionals.
 

Craig Yonemura (Running for 
Director): It is a distinct honor to be 

nominated to serve on 
the Board of Directors of 
the California Society of 
Periodontists.  Beginning 

in my Residency, I have maintained 
close ties with this organization, and 
I have been the Region 4 Leader for 
many years.  I have admired those 
who have come before me in their 
efforts to improve the standards of 
periodontal practice, expand the depth 
of continuing education, and to inform 
the public about the importance of 

Welcome New
CSP Members!

• Opioid Abuse Policy 
Statement from the Dental 
Board of California  http://
bit.ly/2yNBnPR

• Infection Control Law 
Changes http://bit.
ly/2zPBKb8

• Call for volunteers to 
serve CSP in 2018 Email 
laura@calperio.org

• Case Study Photo Contest 
NEW!! See page 2 for 
more details.

Continued on page 2

Your vote counts! 
The 2018 election 

of CSP Officers and 
Directors will open on 
November 1.  Ballots 

must be received by mail 
no later than December 

1st.    The leaders of CSP 
play a critical role in 

advocating for the future 
of periodontal practice in 

California.  The candidates 
have submitted biographies 

and statements for your 
consideration.

Jonathan Weng, DDS - Active
Vahe Nakashyan - Active
Joshua Lee, DDS - Student
Bryce Chun, DDS - Student
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2018 Election Candidates continued

periodontal health.  I am committed 
to continuing these efforts.  Since 
completion of my periodontal 
residency at UCSF in 1995,  I have 
maintained a private practice in 
downtown San Francisco.  I have 
also been a volunteer faculty 
member since 1995 and have 
had a joint appointment to the 
Department of Prosthodontics 
for the past 5 years; additionally, 
for the past 4 years, I have been 
an examiner for the American 
Board of Periodontology.  I hope 
to serve the CSP with the honor 
and dignity it deserves and I look 
forward to meeting the challenges 
the Board faces and to sharing 
the camaraderie of those who are 
currently serving.

Lloyd Nattkemper (running 
for Director):  Dr. Nattkemper 

practices periodontics, 
periodontal 
microsurgery and 
implant dentistry 

as a full-time solo practioner in 
Monterey, California (1989-present).  
He also serves as an adjunct faculty 
member/supervising dentist at 
Cabrillo College School of Dental 
Hygiene in Aptos and adjunct 
faculty at Carrington College School 
of Dental Hygiene in San Jose.  Dr. 
Nattkemper served as an assistant 

clinical professor in undergraduate 
periodontics at the University of the 
Pacific/Arthur A. Dugoni School of 
Dentistry (1986-95).  In addition, Dr. 
Nattkemper has taught use of the 
dental operating microscope at the 
Newport Coast Oral-Facial Institute 
(1999-2012) to restorative dentists 
and periodontists.  He has served 
on the board of the Monterey Bay 
Dental Society for 24 years, most 
recently as editor (for 9 years).  He 
was recognized as the MBDS “Dentist 
of the Year” in 2003 for his efforts 
in organizing and participating in 
the “Give Kids a Smile” program 
for the previous three years.  His 
efforts as editor were recognized 
in 2014 with the American Dental 
Association’s “Golden Apple Award”.   
He has served as the primary dentist 
liaison for the Monterey Homeless 
Veteran’s Standown over the past 
five years, helping organize, oversee 
and actively participate in cost-
free dental care for veterans in the 
Monterey Bay area. Dr. Nattkemper 
is a member of the ADA, American 
Academy of Periodontology, California 
Society of Periodontists, Academy 
of Microscope Enhanced Dentistry, 
Omicron Kappa Upsilon, and is a 
Fellow of the International Congress 
of Oral Implantologists.  In his spare 
time, Lloyd enjoys playing saxophone 
in several local amateur and 
professional groups, weightlifting, 

bicycling, cooking, gardening and 
travel.

Bobby Soleiman (running 
for Director):  Dr. Bobby Soleiman 

has been a member 
of AAP and CSP since 
graduating from Loma 
Linda Periodontics 

in 1999. Dr. Soleiman received 
his Doctor of Dental Surgery 
degree as an OKU member from 
Dugoni School of Dentistry with 
honors. His passion for advanced 
surgical treatment led him to 
further his professional growth 
by becoming a Diplomate of 
Academy of Periodontology in 
2005. Dr. Soleiman credits his early 
career experience to his associate 
position with Dr. Daniel Kunihara in 
Upland CA. Over the last 18 years, 
Dr. Soleiman has focused more 
on providing care for patients 

in a dental group environment. 
As a proud California resident, a 
devoted husband and father of three 
kids, Dr. Soleiman has remained 
committed to supporting CSP and 
AAP throughout all his endeavors. 
Dr. Soleiman valid expertise and 
diverse knowledge in the dental 
industry, has encouraged him to 
seek greater responsibility in his 
dental community.  It would be an 
honor to serve as a California Society 
of Periodontology board member. 
This would allow me to give back 
to the community and colleagues 
that serve this great district. I am 
passionate about addressing the 
challenges which are the synergy of 
the current pool of periodontists and 
influx of new graduate periodontists 
into the region. I want to lead the 
pack to advocate for patients and 
doctor’s rights.

Sacramento Periodontic Practice For Sale:  
Owner seeking to transition from this established 
practice within close proximity to many general 
dentist referral sources. Owner averages nearly 
$1,200,000 in annual collections with an average 
adjusted net income well in excess of $500,000.  
The owner and loyal staff look forward to 
working with the buyer of this practice to ensure 
a successful transition.  Interested prospects 
should send a cover letter and current CV by 
email to molinelli@aol.com or call 650-347-5346.

northern california practice sales
dental practice sales and appraisals

1126 Broadway #8, Burlingame, CA 94010

Phone 650-347-5346 ● Fax 650-347-5326

Website Photo Contest!!

100$ Prize for best clinical photo
Please submit before and after patient 
friendly photos for the following categories:

1.	 How	to	fix	a	gummy	smile
2.	 How	to	fix	a	toothy	smile
3. Replace mssing teeth
4. Replace missing bone or gum tissue
5. Implants to replace single teeth
6. Implants to replace multiple teeth
We require patient consent forms available 
for download at www.calperio.org (member 
log-in required).

Our website 
task force has 
created a new, 
fresh, user 
friendly website 
for our members 
and consumers. 
The	next	step	is	
to add quality 
clinical photos. 

$100
PRIZE



I have had the occasion to speak 
with the new dean at UCLA three 
times since his move to California.  
We went to graduate and perio 
school together twenty-eight years 
ago but really haven’t had much 
interaction in the last twenty years 
(he is much younger than I).  Dean 
Paul Krebsbach was charming and 
approachable on all occasions, 
just as I remember him.  Also, a bit 
of a character, I called and left a 
message for the interview and he 
called me back directly.  When he 
got my voicemail he immediately 
adopted a rather fey sounding 
prospective patient ‘exsanguinating’ 
from his gums.  He got me good as 
I tried to call back and got a UCLA 
operator.

Dr. Krebsbach’s scientific credentials 
are actually quite astounding.   His 
research focuses on the cell and 
molecular biology of mineralized 
tissues and self-renewal of adult and 
pluripotent stem cells. He has been 
the principal investigator of research 
funded by nearly $19.5 million 
in grants and has published 180 
peer-reviewed manuscripts.   He is 
a fellow of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science and 
the American Institute for Medical 
and Biological Engineering, and was 
awarded the William J. Gies Award 
by the International Association 
for Dental Research/American 
Association for Dental Research and 
an Independent Scientist Award 
by the NIH and NIDCR. Last year he 
completed a term as president of the 
AADR. 

So, I asked Paul why he would want 
to be a dean.  His reply was that he 
felt he had a finite number of years 
to work with and didn’t want to 
continue to keep doing the same 
thing and was “looking for a new 
challenge at a different level.” My 
assignment was to find out about the 
future of perio education at UCLA.  
The UCLA website lists three things 
in the dean’s message.  Two have 
to do with dental education one of 

which is: “We will cultivate big ideas 
for dental education and research 
that shape our profession.”

However when I asked him about 
the ‘future of perio training at UCLA (I 
think it was specifically undergrad) 
we reached a bit of an impasse.  
Dean K allowed he hadn’t been in 
a perio department since we were 
together in Connecticut and seemed 
at a bit of a loss to describe any ‘big 
ideas’. He mentioned something 
about how digital flow of information 
might be used in perio but it didn’t 
seem his heart was in it.  We chit-
chatted about a few other things of 
interest; housing prices in southern 
California, how his wife was 
managing the transition and then:

Of course then he threw out this bon 
mot: “The future of periodontics will 
be decided by whether we can learn 
to not only understand and treat 
peri-implantitis but whether we will 
be able to prevent it.”  The Dean feels 
pretty strongly that as a profession 
(dentistry) we are forgetting about 
how and why to retain teeth and 
way too many teeth are being 
removed to be replaced by implants 
and that this trend appears to be 
market-driven.  He feels the amount 
of ensuing peri-implantitis is going 
to be catastrophic for the profession 
and that if “periodontists don’t fix the 
problem, no one will.  We should be 
investing in research to understand 
this disease process and how it 
differs from periodontitis,” I thought 
that it was not only incisive and 
well-put but that also it was a pretty 
Big Idea.

 It has been an honor to serve CSP these last  3 Years as a Director 
of the Board and then Editor.  I am very grateful for the opportunities I have 
had as a result of one person seeing the potential I had, and for that I feel 
strongly about encouraging others to come forward and give back to CSP.  As 
I frequently do, I ask myself what have a learned  from my time at CSP?  I have 
learned that the future of our profession is in our hands.   I have learned to 
speak up and to value what is dear to me while  thinking less of what others 
think of me.  I have watched the dedicated board, officers and committee 
members with Laura work tirelessly over these years. There are little thanks, 
few accolades and no fanfare.  At the end of the day however, the strides we 
make fuel the fire of our profession….to keep it alive and well.  I have watched 
a group of dedicated periodontists completely fund and  recreate our CSP 
website.  I have listened to so many different opinions on a variety of topics 
and the common thread I hear is that all those sharing  are passionate about 
our profession. I have watched how, over the years, the idea of having a Gum 
Disease Awareness Month, grew from an idea to an official Proclamation.  
March is now Gum Disease Awareness Month in California.  I have seen all the 
CSP members who dedicate their Saturdays to lecture for the Perio Hygiene 
Collaboratives in a district that is not theirs, with no compensation and no 
increase in their business.  There are many more examples but I am truly 
inspired by all those who serve CSP, who serve YOU. 
 So when the time is right, when your practice is thriving, your 
kids are older, or you simply know it’s right, give CSP a call.  Take the step to 
give some time to CSP.   We must ask ourselves what is our profession we 
are going to look like for those that graduate in 5, 10, 15, 20 years?   I know 
we stand on the shoulders of giants and until these last few years I took that 
for granted.  I have witnessed that these giants are perhaps not the most 
outspoken or visible, but perhaps they are the most humble, hardworking and 
selfless ones. 
 What have I learned these last few years? I embarked on this as a 
way to give back but  as my profession has done for years, CSP  has helped 
me grow and become more of who I was meant to be.

FOLLOW US 
FACEBOOK.COM/CSP.CALPERIO

Conversation with UCLA's Dean
By David Richards, DDS, PhD

Adios! By Casey Herrera, DDS 

The California Society of Periodontists 
Perio-Hygiene Collaboratives have evolved 
into an exceptional continuing education 

program for dental hygienists and 
dentists.  CSP held three successful PHCs 

this year and the 4th PHC will be held 
on 11/4/17.  The growth of this wonderful 
program would not be possible without 
the dedication and support from CSP 
members.  A very special thank you to 
the 2017 PHC Speakers & Moderators:  
Drs. Nick Caplanis,  Kevin Chen, Jerry 
Drury, Arta Farahmand, Deb Finney, 

Brian Hollander, Perry Klokkevold, John 
Kwan, Bob Merin, Lloyd Nattkamper, Dee 
Nishimine, Joan Otomo-Corgel, Erik Sahl, 
John Sottosanti, Stephen Smith and Peter 

Warshawsky.  THANK YOU!!
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