
     You are successful in 
private practice, education, 
and organized Dentistry.  
With the years of all this 
experience across the board 
what do you consider your 
greatest achievement and or 
contribution to dentistry and 
periodontics?
     I guess the best answer is “I 
did it my way!”  I was able to 
combine a lot of interests into a 
fun life.
     I started out in periodontics 
wanting to lead an academic 
life of teaching and research.  
Having to go back out into 
private practice, I have found 
that I enjoy working and helping 
my patients.  If I can ever 
achieve the milestone that Dr. 
Ivan Ancell, one of my mentors 
achieved, I would be very happy.   
During his memorial service, 
Dr. Mark Fagan and I spent 
the memorial service outside 
because the church was filled 
with his patients.  This says 
something in that our practices 
can provide us not only with 
a comfortable living, but we 
can really provide positive and 
meaningful services for our 
patient.
     Second, I developed my 
academic skills with the help 
of people like Carol Pierotti, 
Leonard Tibbetts, Bob Stern, 
Sam Lynch, Rita Shafter, 
Katie Goss and others who 
encouraged me to get over my 
fear of writing, lecturing, and 
doing clinical research.  Coming 
to this country at the age of 12, I 
grew up with English as a second 
language.  These people helped 
me get over this language “hang 
up” and have supported me in 
my development as a clinical 

instructor, lecturer, and clinical 
researcher. 
     Lastly, with Drs. Leonard 
Tibbetts, Gordon Douglass, Jay 
Salzman, and Paul Rhodes as 
role models, I’ve learned to get 
involved and be an advocate 
for both our members and 
profession.  This profession 
has treated us so well and we 
need to continue to advocate 
for it.  If not, the future of new 
periodontists may not be as 
bright.  I think that it is critical 
for all of us to contribute and 
help guarantee the future of 
our profession

What do you think 
periodontists should do to 
advance our profession?
     I am a big advocate of 
advancing our scope of 
practice.  We cannot get 
stagnant!  If we do so, we will 
continue to lose “turf” such as 
simple implant placement and 
the management of chronic 
moderate periodontitis. 
Areas of potential expansion 
include surgical procedures to 
facilitate orthodontics (PAOO), 
expansion into new strategies 
for esthetic periodontal 
procedures, and tissue 
engineering.
     I am personally interested 
in tissue engineering.  

Previously, I was involved 
with the development for 
the clinical use of rhPDGF for 
periodontal regeneration.  
Now, my focus is on the 
use of stem cells for 
periodontal regeneration, 
PAOO procedures, and 
implant site development.  
The early results are very 
positive.  Through these new 
technologies, we can get 
better and more reproducible 
regenerative results, 
expand our collaborative 
relationship with our 
orthodontic colleagues, and 
provide a better solution 
for ridge augmentation.  I 
do these projects with the 
support of colleagues such 
as Dr’s Mark Fagan and Greg 
Conte.  We look forward to 
reporting these results to our 
profession. 

What do you feel is needed 
to help CSP prosper? What 
can each of us do?  

Welcome New
CSP Members!

HERE’S WHAT THEY HAD 
TO SAY: 
         “Because mem-
bers indicated a strong 
interest in adding “dental 
implants” to our name, 
the AAP BOT will have 
a historic vote at the 
Orlando AAP Annual 
Meeting (November 16, 
2015) to change our name 
to the American Acad-
emy of Periodontology 
and Dental Implantology.  
You must be an active/
life active member and 
be present to vote for a 
bylaws revision.  It is your 
specialty.  Let us hear 
your voice.”
~ Joan Otomo-Corgel, DDS
     “I feel this name 
change is long over-
due.  We were all taught 
implant surgical proce-
dures in our programs.  
For most of us implant 
surgery makes up a very 
significant part of our 
practices.  It is about time 
we incorporated implan-
tology into our name.”
~John Avera, DDS, MS, 
Aptos, CA
     “I am happy to endorse 
the change for the AAP.  I 
certainly agree that dental 
implantology is part of 
our specialty, in both 
training and in practice.  
Our specialty is the “go 
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Israel Trujillo, DDS - 
Active

Eric Blasingame, DDS, MS 
- First Year In Practice

Daniel Clark, DDS - 
Student

Soma Esmailian-Lari, DDS 
- Student

Elissa Green, DDS - 
Student

Stacey Lee, DDS - Student

Anh Pham DDS - Student

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT 
THE PROPOSED NAME 
CHANGE OF THE AAP TO 
THE AMERICAN ACADEMY 
OF PERIODONTOLOGY 
AND IMPLANTOLOGY?

INTERVIEW WITH
RICHARD KAO, DDS, PHD
By Dr. Casey Herrera, Editor
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     I think all of us need to be 
“mindful” of the fact that we 
are very lucky to be periodon-
tists.  We can only continue 
to succeed when there is an 
organization like the CSP to 
be there for us.  Though the 
AAP will be fighting for us in 
terms of scope of practice and 
managing our professional 
challenges, CSP is the only 
organization that is advocat-
ing for us at the local level.  
They are there to advocate 
on our behalf through various 
programs such as peer review, 
monitoring of state regula-
tions, and working with CDA 
to make sure our rights are 
protected.
     Unfortunately, as we get 
comfortable in our lifestyle, it 
is too easy to get complacent.  
The result is that we have 
the same people volunteer-
ing at CSP, CDA, and AAP.  If 
we believe in protecting our 
future as well as those for our 
new periodontists, we would 
all find ways of volunteering 
some time and contribute 
toward this goal. 
     So what can each of us do?  
The only reasonable answer 
is that we all need to be 
involved.  We need advocates 
for our profession at the local 
dental society, CSP, CDA, and 
AAP.  So get involved…. it’s 
critical!  We have a good thing 
going and let’s protect it! to” for periodontal problems as 

well as periimplant problems.  
We are the ones that diagnose, 
treat and maintain the founda-
tion for a healthy, functional 
and esthetic smile for life!”
~John Y. Kwan, DDS, Berkeley, CA
     “The name is too long, 
although it’s a good idea to 
finally let the public and profes-
sion know that periodontists 
incorporate implants into their 
field of study and line of work.” 
~anonymous
     “It would have been a good 
idea 20 years ago when people 

It is imperative that we 
“code for what we do”. 

Continued on Page 4

Congratulations to our
Members newly elected to AAP 
positions and to 
Joan Otomo-Corgel for her year 
as President of AAP.

Rich Kao - Secretary Treasurer

David Okano - District 6 
Trustee
Richard Nagy - District 6 
Trustee

Donald Clem, III - Director
American Board of 
Periodontology

     Dr. X, a periodontist told 
attendees at a dental meeting 
that he billed LANAP as 4260. 
As a result, the New Jersey 
Board of Dentistry found his 
billing LANAP as 4260 to be 
inaccurate and inappropriate. 
Dr. X was fined $10,000.
The fine was stayed, how-
ever, Dr. X had to admit LANAP 
should not be billed as 4260, 
go to Colorado to take a course 
in proper dental billing, and 
pay for the cost of 
the investigation. The New 
Jersey Board of Dentistry 
required his records be 
available to audit for one year.  
In addition, he had to hire a 
lawyer to defend him at the 
Board of Dentistry hearings, 
and most importantly his 
reputation had been affected. 
In the future if he continues to 
bill inappropriately, the Board 
can take further action.  It is 
important for LANAP users to 
be aware of the above action 
and bill the LANAP procedure 
with the appropriate code. 
Insurance companies and other 
state boards are becoming 
aware of the New Jersey ruling.
Submitted by Dr. Gerald Drury

leTTer To The
ediTor

Ask Our Members continued

Interview Dr. Kao continued
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to our roots of saving teeth.  We 
really have very little competi-
tion in that area as compared to 
implant placement, so is adding 
‘implants’ to our name going 
to make a significant differ-
ence?  Dr. Lee Sheldon suggests 
a ‘slogan’ of sorts rather than 
just a name adjustment.  Many 
of his suggestions listed in AAP 
Connect give a better descrip-
tion/picture of who periodontist 
are.  I know we are all anxious 
to create a change for periodon-
tics, but let’s not start to panic 
quiteyet”
~Todd H. Nalley, DDS
     “From a marketing stand-
point, I get it. It’s nice to be 
recognized for what we do. How-
ever, we are not technically
implant specialists because I 
don’t believe that implantology 
is a recognized specialty within 
the American Dental
Association. By adding dental 
implantology to the AAP title it 
infers that an implant specialty 

thought oral surgeons were the 
only ones that placed implants.”
 ~anonymous
     “As periodontists, we are 
trained to assess, diagnose and 
deliver precise non-surgical 
and surgical procedures, which 
include implant placement and 
management. Therefore, the 
name change of the AAP to 

include “Implantology” is nec-
essary, in order to better inform 
the general population about 
our scope of practice. “
~Flavia Q. Pirih, DDS, PhD
 Asst. Professor in Periodontics
     “I appreciate the Academy’s 
efforts to highlight this aspect 
of what we do as Periodontists.  
I am not sure that the name 
change alone will be sufficient 
to underscore the role of the 
Periodontist as the “go to” Spe-
cialist for complex dental care, 
and I look forward to further 
endeavors in this regard.”
~Keith Chertok, DDS
     “ I have no objection to 
the name change, particularly 
since we just celebrated our 
100th anniversary last year.  I 
don’t think, however, it really 
adds any new information to 
who periodontists are in the 
grand scheme of dentistry.  
Many of this year’s entries 
on AAP Connect have been 
discussions about going back 

exists. Also, what is to
stop the oral surgeons or the 
endodontists from adding the 
title to their organization? In 
the end, I believe that this
move will certainly ruffle some 
feathers.”
~John M. Cargasacchi, D.D.S.
     “I don’t like it, but I do think 
it is necessary, since patients 
still don’t know that we place 
implants and do all different 
implant related procedures. 
On the other hand, it puts us 
on the same board as other 
organizations, that created 
dental implantologist and all 
those ridiculous advertisements 
about the best implantologist . I 
think the name change is not as 
important as the change of the 
direction that academy
should be taking to protect 
periodontics as a specialty. Just 
changing the name doesn’t do 
much in my opinion.”
~Igor Roitman DMD, MS
    

All expressions of opinions and all state-
ments of supposed facts are published 
on the authority of the writer over whose 
signature they appear and are not 
regarded as expressing the view of the 
California Society of Periodontists unless 
such statements have been adopted by it’s 
representative.
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